
Pop Digital Instant 
Camera by Polaroid, 

from £164
THE instant camera has 
gone digital.

Polaroid’s new Pop 
camera not only prints 
out images on the go, it 
now comes with all the 
perks of a 
digital camera, 
including 
1080p video, 
a self timer, 
image 
stabilization, 
digital zoom 
and 
automatic 
�ash.

A bright 
touchscreen 
display lets 
you frame, shoot and 
edit photos. While the 

inbuilt Polaroid app allows 
customisation of your 
holiday memories with 
�lters, borders, silly 
stickers and emojis. 

There’s also a microSD
card slot for up to 128GB 

storage and
wi�

connec-
tivity.

The
camera –

which
comes with

a built-in strap
and rechargeable
battery – can 

be
snapp-

ed up
in pink,

yellow, black,
white, green and blue 
designs.

essential

per cent in Bansko but a 9.8 
per cent rise at the Italian 
resort means a family of 
four can expect to pay 
nearly £100 less in the 
Bulgarian favourite.

However, Italy emerged
as the best-value country 
this year when it comes to 
its wide range of low-priced 
ski resorts. Bardonecchia is 
one of four Italian resorts in 
the top �ve.

Third place was Sestriere
(£1,725), fourth was Passo 
Tonale (£1,736) and �fth 
went to Claviere (£1,759).

La Thuile (£2,075) also 
featured in the top ten.

SAY HI TO HAWAII

BE ST PLACE  FOR  GR E AT ITALIAN   GR UB?                                  TR Y BE ACH PAR ADISE  KOH SAMUI

SIPPING an Aper o l
spr itz and wor king
my way thr ough a
b oa rd  of ric h sa la m i,
pancett a and p lum -
sized o liv es, I felt
li ke I was in a c hic
Ita lian ci ty.

B ut no, I  was in K oh
S am ui , the T hai  par adise
island better  k now n for  its
B uddhas and beaches than
its high- end cuisine. U nti l
now, that is.

P aolo M igl ior ini , ow ner  of
P epener o, is passionate about
sour cing and ser ving up
authentic I tal ian cuisine. 

H e tel ls us the cold cuts ar e
dir ect fr om  his hom e tow n
P iacenza and ar e far  super ior
to those fr om  its m or e fam ous
neighbour , P ar m a. M y husband
and I  pol ish off the whole lot.

B r uschetta w ith bur r ata
whets our  appetite for  the m ain
event — duck  r agu w ith thick ,

fr esh pappar del le r agu for  m e
and r ol led por k  w ith sm ok ed
cheese and her bs for  him .

T her e is panna cotta for
desser t and a nightcap of
hom em ade or angecel lo. 

I  would be im pr essed w ith
this k ind of qual ity in a r es-
taur ant in R om e. 

H er e, in K oh S am ui , it seem s
m ir aculous. 

P aolo is just one of a host of
r estaur ateur s stick ing their  f lag
in the sand to say fine dining
has ar r ived. 

T en m inutes away at T he
S ocial  S am ui , N ottingham - bor n

M ar tin S elby ser ves up a
global  m enu. 

S o you can have a r unny
scotch egg (I  couldn’t r esist),
tuna tar tar e tacos and S r i
L ank an fish cur r y fol lowed by
peanut butter  cr em e br ulee — i f
you can fit it al l  in.

W hen we visit, the place is
buzzing. 

C ouples and gr oups of fr iends
flock  ther e ever y night — for
the food, the cock tai ls and for
fodder  for  their  social  m edia.

T he S ocial  S am ui  is m ade
for  I nstagr am , alt hough getting
a sel fie on a ham m ock  over
the sea just as the sun sets,
and w ithout spi l l ing my dr ink ,
was way beyond m e. 

I t’s the sam e stor y over  at
uber - cool  C hi , a r estaur ant
w ith its ow n infinity pool . 

You can gr ab a fr ozen por n
star  m ar tini  and hop up on a
sw ing by the bar . 

T hen sim ply pout, pose —
and post to I nstagr am !

You can watch m ovies fr om  a
sun lounger  on T hur sdays and
join in the al l - day beach club
par ties on F r idays — just l ik e

the T ow ie cr ew  did when they
upgr aded their  annual  M ar bel la
vacation ear l ier  this year . 

I t is ser ious gr ow n- up fun,
w ith a ser ious m enu, al l
cur ated by F r ench ow ner
G aetan B er tin. 

T his is wher e to com e for
m oder n T hai  cuisine. T he coco-
nut shr im p in shot glasses and
chick en m assam an wer e divine,
and al l  ser ved w ith style. 

T he house special  f ish pot is

GO:  KOH SAMUI
GE T TING THE R E /S TAYING THE R E :  
S even nights ’ B &B  at the 5H  
Outrigger K oh S amui is  from 
£1,209pp including B ritis h Airways  
flights  from Heathrow to B angkok 
and internal flight to K oh S amui. 
S ee britis hairways .com
For the ultimate experience, s even 
nights ’ B &B  including s pa treatment, 
half-board or cooking clas s  is  from 
£2,269 for two, excluding flights . 
S ee outrigger.com

A ME AS LY 62 – that is  how 
many large Ha waiian 
takeaway pizzas  you 
could buy for the 
s ame price as  this  
incredible luxury
17-night Ha waiian 
is land cruis e. 

Travelbag is  
offering the bucket- 
lis t adventure from jus t 
£1,189pp, including return 
flights  with United Airlines  

from London to Los  
Angeles . You s et s ail aboard 

Princes s  C ruis es ’ S tar 
Princes s , s topping at

Hilo on Ha waii, 
Honolulu on Oahu,
Na wiliwili on K auai,
Lahaina on Maui and

E ns enada in Mexico.
B ook by November

30 to s ail on J anuary 27,
2020, at travelbag.co.uk. Or 
call 020 3139 7026.

B ANK  ON B ANSK O 
FOR  SK I DE ALS

�  Lifestyle � �Money�� �Motors ���������� �Puzzles�� �Deidre�� �Travel�

bargain

TASTE OF 
PARADISE . . .
dishes from 
Pepener o, 
The Socia l, 

Chi and 
posing on 

a swing

MAJESTIC . . .
Wa t Plai 

Laem temp le 
on Sam ui a t 

sunr ise

GL ACIER MINT . . . 
resor t is g rea t va lue 

B ANS KO has  reclaimed its  
crown as  the cheapes t 
family s ki res ort, according 
to Pos t Office Money.

Its  Family S ki Res ort 
Report, produced with 
C rys tal S ki Holidays , found 
prices  at the res ort have 
dropped s ince las t s eas on, 
making the B ulgarian 
des tination the bes t value 
by far of 25 E uropean 
locations  s urveyed. 

The report compares  the
cos t of s ix days ’ s ki and 
boot hire; lift pas s es  and s ki 
s chool; plus  s ix days ’ lunch 
and drinks  for two adults  
and two children. It aims  to 
give a s naps hot of what a 
week on a Pound-
s tretching s ki holiday 
s hould cos t.

At £1,530 for the week, 
B ans ko has  overtaken
las t year’s  winner – 
B ardonecchia in Italy – to 
regain the top s pot. 

A week in B ardonecchia
came in at £1,622 this  time.

Prices  dropped by 0.3 

ISLE HOP
. . . cr uise 

round 
Haw aii

GLOBE ’S TOP BAR S UNVE ILE D IT ’S  a pleas ant
22C  down in
the ALG AR VE
– s eve n nights ’
s elf-c atering at

the 5H  G rand
Muthu O ura View

B eac h C lub in Albufeira is  
from £193pp inc luding 
flights  from S tans ted
on Nove mber 30.  S ee 
love holidays .c om or c all 
020 3870 6844.

hot 
spot

J O R DAN is  28C
– perfec t for a
s eve n-night
half-board s tay
at the 5H

Move npic k Tala
B ay in Aqaba. The

hotel has  its  own private 
beac h on the R ed S ea and 
c os ts  from £885pp inc luding 
flights  from G atwic k on Nov 
19.  S ee trave lrepublic .c o.uk 
or c all 020 8974 7200.

hot 
spot THE  world’s  bes t hotel bars  have been 

revealed – and s ix of them are in London.
The S hangri-La at The S hard and The 

Dorches ter are among the 44 winners  of 
Forbes  Travel G uide as  well as  The 
C onnaught, The Langham, The S avoy
and Hotel 41.

They were judged on the creativity and
variety of drinks , the s ervice, s nacks  and 
interior. Other winners  included the 

J umeirah’s  B urj Al Arab, Al Qas r and Mina 
A’S alam in Dubai, Le B ris tol in Paris  and
11 hotel bars  acros s  the US .

The guide’s  C E O F ilip B oyen s aid: 
“We’ve s een hotel bars  evolve enormous ly 
in our 60-plus  years  of operating. Hotel 
bars  are now des tinations  in their own 
right and have the ability to transform a 
hotel experience.” 

S ee forbes travelguide.com/collections .

EXOTIC . . . coconut cocktail
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You only get 
an ‘ooh’ with 

Thai food 
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LIVE BARBIE DREAM IN MALIBU
BARBIE’S Malibu Dreamhouse is 
up for hire – with guests able to 
stay for £46 a night.

The Airbnb rental, with views of
the California coast, has been 
launched to celebrate the iconic 
doll’s 60th anniversary.

It can be booked for four guests,
who can enjoy an in�nity pool 
complete with pink in�atables, 
along with a pink, radio-shaped DJ 

set. Inside there is a dressing-up 
room with Barbie out�ts such as 
the Eighties workout gear, 
astronaut suit and a variety of pink 
dresses. A hobby room also lets 
guests try painting or sewing.

There is Barbie’s o�ce with pink,
marble and gold furniture, as well 
as an open meditation terrace, 
sports court and a cinema.

The experience also o�ers a hair

makeover, cooking lesson and 
even a fencing lesson.

A behind-the-scenes tour of the
Columbia Memorial Space Center 
is also included.

The home is only available to 
rent for two nights. Its launch is in 
collaboration with the Dream Gap 
Project, to “give girls the resources 
and support they need to believe 
they can be anything”.

ID YLIC . . .r elax a t 
Tamar ind Spr ings 

For est Spa
INFINIT Y AND 

BEY OND . . . pr iv a te 
poo l a t Ou trigger 

to die for . N ear by in the
F isher m an’s V i l lage, you can
sip beer s on beanbags on
the beach whi le fear less
fi r e- juggler s pr ovide the
enter tainm ent.

A l l  of these r estaur ants
(and m any m or e) ar e at the
nor ther n end of the island,
and w ithin a shor t cab r ide
of our  super - lux ur ious
accom m odation, O utr igger .

W e wer e utter ly spoi lt
w ith a huge one- bedr oom
vi l la w ith its ow n pr ivate
pool . E ach day, guests in
the plunge pool  suites can
choose fr om  an evening
m eal , a m assage or  a cook -
er y class, which is a br i l -
l iant idea. 

I f  you want to eat out
one night, you can have a
m assage instead w ithout
feel ing that you’ve lost out.
W e tr ied al l  thr ee options.

W e had our  f i r st T hai
m assage — a bespok e jet- lag
m assage — the day we
ar r ived after  a long- haul
fl ight via S ingapor e. 

I ’ve never  had such an
ener getic m assage befor e. I t

was so physical , I ’m  sur e I
bur ned calor ies. I  thought
I ’d fal l  asleep but it was
tr uly invigor ating and got
the blood ci r culating again.

T he nex t day we opted
for  the B lue F i r e cook -
ing class. 

C hef P ai  showed us
how  to whip up
thr ee classics — T om
yum  soup, (ver y,
ver y) spicy beef salad
and pad T hai . 

I t is so m uch easier
when the ingr edients
ar e pr epped
and weighed
r eady — and
you don’t
have to
clean your
ow n pans!

C hopping
l im e leaves
and the
inch- thick  
lem on 
gr ass stalk s
(tr y f itting

them  in a spice jar ) stok es
the appetite — which is just
as wel l  as you get to eat al l
thr ee after war ds!  I t was
easi ly the finest T hai  m eal

I ’ve ever  m ade — though
no m atch for  the r eal
deal  ser ved in the
hotel’s E dgew ater  r es-
taur ant. 

S itting under  an
alm ond tr ee over look -

ing H anum an B ay, we
had the S am ui  S eafood

F lavour  m enu — T om
Yum  T alay soup, sea

bass r ed cur r y
and pr aw n in
tam ar ind sauce
w ith an ex cel-
lent T hai
r osé. D el ish.

A side fr om
m assages and

sun- lounging,
the days ar e
easy  to fi l l  in

K oh S am ui ,
w ith ex cur -

sions to see the
fam ous B ig

B uddha, island
boat tr ips, k ayak -

ing and snor k el l ing on
offer . You can head dow n
the east coast and tak e a
peek  at the G r andfather
and G r andm other  r ock s —
it’s, er m , fai r ly obvious
which one’s which.

A nd it is wor th spending
sever al  lazy hour s chi l l ing
in the T am ar ind S pa. 

I t is set in a for est and
you wander  along stepping-
stone paths to discover
steam  caves and plunge
pools hidden between tr ees
and boulder s. 

You can stand by a
water fal l  doing your  best
T im otei  im pr ession (i f
no one’s look ing) and tak e a
l ight lunch of spr ing r ol ls
and tofu cak es between
dips.

W e left K oh S am ui  wel l
fed, wel l  r efr eshed and
r eady to r ecr eate our  ow n
T hai  feasts back  at hom e. 

I  just need to convince
the husband to r eplace the
dining chair s w ith sw ings,
and we ar e al l  set.

EM M A  C LIFFO R D
THAI LIFE . . .   
chef Emma

ORIGINAL IRISH
FRIGHT NIGHT

LOOKS COULD CHILL . . . masked Puca festival character

AS claims go, it is a bold one.
We may all think Halloween is a
Stateside import but the Boyne
Valley, on Ireland’s east coast,
is pitching itself as the REAL
birthplace of the fright-fest.

This year it plays hosts to the
�rst annual Puca festival,
which celebrates the origins of
Halloween in Ireland.

The festival wants you to
forget customs as you know
them, such as trick-or-treating
and apple bobbing.

Instead, you are encouraged
to get back to the true meaning
of why we celebrated it in
the �rst place – honouring the
dead and welcoming in the
new season.

Puca is a Gaelic word, which
translates as “ghost”. 

It is also the name of one of
several mythological charac-
ters that will be brought to life
in the three-day event between
October 31 and November 2 at
three historic locations: Trim,
Drogheda and Athboy, all
within easy reach of Dublin.

It kicks o� with the lighting of
the Samhain Fires in Athboy, a
tradition dating back thou-
sands of years when druids
would light �res to signify that
the forces of winter and death
were conquered.

Next, the spirits will go
through the streets of Trim and
up to the ramparts of Trim Cas-
tle, used as the location for
York Castle in Mel Gibson’s
blockbuster movie Braveheart.

The castle is brought to life
every night with digital projec-
tions and live music. 

A Puca-themed food and
craft market also keeps your
appetite satis�ed. 

The gorgeous Trim Castle
Hotel, where we stayed, is a
stone’s throw from the action
and has amazing views of the
castle from its rooftop bar. But

if the Halloween festivities do
not tickle your fancy, Boyne
Valley still has plenty to o�er,
including Newgrange, a
mounded tomb made from
200,000 tons of rock and said
to predate both the Great Pyra-
mid of Giza and Stonehenge. 

If, like me, you fancy yourself
as a bit of a gin a�cionado,
then Listoke Gin School is right
up your alley. 

It is just north of Drogheda
and the only gin school in Ire-
land, o�ering the chance to
create your very own tipple as
well as sampling Listoke’s
brands, (£82pp).

Meanwhile, whiskey isn’t the
only native spirit of Ireland, as
you’ll �nd if you dare to visit the
£38million distillery in Slane. It
is in the grounds of Slane Cas-
tle and also o�ers tours. And
don’t miss the Hill of Slane and
ruins of the friary church.

While the Puca festival is
sure to tempt many for the
thrills and chills, with so much
else to appeal alongside that
legendary Irish hospitality, you
will be staying for the craic.

BRADLEY ALEXANDER

SPOOKY . . . Hill of Slane and ruins of friary church

GO:  BOYNE VALLEY
GETTING THERE: Daily Aer 
Lingus �ights from several UK 
airports from £32.99 one way. 
See aerlingus.com.
STAYING THERE: The 4 H  Trim 
Castle Hotel, from £75 per 
night. For details see 
trimcastlehotel.com.
The 3 H  Westcourt Hotel 
Drogheda has rooms from 
£52. See westcourt.ie.
OUT AND ABOUT: Festival 
details at pucafestival.com, 
listokedistillery.ie/gin-school. 
MORE INFO: See 
discoverboynevalley.ie.

Pictur e: Tamarind 
Springs Forest Spa
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